1914]                Francis Joseph Returns to Ischl

Europe is very sick. I am expecting guns to go off daily.
Here we are on the qui vive. Germany has so wounded
everybody that she has attracted everyone's hatred and I don't
know how it will all end. One cannot help seeing every-
thing very black. The Emperor of Austria has returned to
Ischl where he's shooting a lot and amusing himself. His
Heir's death has left him more than chilly.

The Grand Duchess of Baden believes she sees Russia
behind Servia these last days, and appears very astonished
about it ! If our leaders are like that where are we e

Kleinitz, 2,8th July, 1914.

Now you see how this deplorable policy of Austria has
made the first bomb go off and started a war which had
been so clearly anticipated by her for the last few years.
Here people are very irritated because they feel themselves
to be very close to the Russian frontier and they are asking
what is going to happen now. Because it is more than
probable once the war has begun it will soon spread and
become general. It had all been prepared a long while ago
by Austria who didn't know what she was doing. This
Power really has been playing with fire.

The Berliner Tageblatt which arrived here this morning from
Berlin says the Emperor is making haste to return from Nor-
way and that enormous demonstrations are taking place in
front of the Russian Embassy. People are afraid that Russia
may profit by this accident to declare war and after always
malcing a face at her now they are anxious to exhibit their
utmost graciousness. It is all very siHy, and I think the
Emperor's going off on a pleasure cruise at a moment when
he could have seen that affairs demanded his presence at the
head of his State showed a lack of foresight on his part. I
don't in the least understand the step he has taken through
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